God and Global Warming
Christianity and a Sustainable World

Question for Discussion

What Scripture text has most helped you think about
how you relate to the physical environment in which we
live and depend?
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Christianity and a Sustainable World

*There i1s no way we can fully address this concern in 45
minutes, but we can head in some directions.

*There Is nothing new here. We all know 1it.
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Walking through Scripture
Creation — Alienation - Reconciliation - Unification

A. Scripture, Reason, and Tradition. For Anglicans, all
of these are guides to life.

B. God gets creative (Genesis 1-2:4a).

C. God allows humans dominion over the earth
(Genesis 1:26-28).
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** A quick aside: In the beginning, humans were
vegetarians (Genesis 1:29).

D. God animates/gives life (Genesis 2:4b-25).
E. Humans alienate themselves from God by eating

from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Genesis
3).



God and Global Warming
Christianity and a Sustainable World

Walking through Scripture
Creation — Alienation - Reconciliation - Unification

F. The first murder and further alienation (Genesis 4).

** A quick aside: Cain builds a city, codifying alienation
from God. This represents humans creating their own
systems for sustenance that do not look to God as
provider. This establishes humans on the path of not
needing to look to God for daily bread.
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G. The earth is destroyed and Noah and family get
dominion right (Genesis 6-9).

H. The Tower of Babel and alienation achieved anew
(Genesis 11).

** A quick aside: Is Genesis 1-11 actual history? Does it
matter?
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l.  God changes tactics and begins achieving
reconciliation through a family and people (Genesis
12 and following).

J. Moses, an early humanist (Exodus 20:1-17;
Deuteronomy 5:6-21; various parts of the Torah).
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** A quick aside: What about all the violence in the Bible
perpetrated by the Jewish people? Is this God self-
contradicting?

K. While providing humanity a supporting role, the earth
IS still the Lord's (Psalms 24).

L. Alienation has an impact on the earth (Isaiah 24).
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M. The whole of the Hebrew Scriptures/Old Testament
tells of this back-and-forth between Gods and

humans:
* humans get it right, all is well with God and creation
* humans get it wrong, judgment comes on humans and their dominion

» back-and-forth, back-and-forth
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N. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus provides vision
for how to live and guidance for the formation of the
life of the heart, along with examples of what this
looks like in everyday life (Matthew 5-7):

* love your enemies

» care for other people so much that they are no longer objects for
contempt, sexual fulfilment, or manipulation

e put trust in God and God's community, not material possessions

» expands our understanding of what it means to be human

« in all, in his life, death, and resurrection, Jesus provides a new vision for
humanity, to be active reconcilers of people-to-God, people-to-people,
and people-to-creation
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O. The creation longs for reconciliation (Romans 8:18-
25).

P. Through Christ, God has given us a ministry of
reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:16-21).

Q. Unification in Revelation, as the systems of the world
are brought under control of the God/human
partnership (Revelation 18).
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R. Creation - Alienation - Reconciliation - Unification
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Discovering a Sustainable Lifestyle

A. If being a Christian is to become part of this big story
of Scripture, to become reconciled to God, people,
and all of creation, it leads me to want to discover a
sustainable lifestyle, to have a way of living that is
encouraging of everything around me.

B. This means assessing my current lifestyle,
determining what part of it is not sustainable, and
remedying these deficiencies.
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C. Some of these have been my own conscious choice,
l.e. where | live related to my work which requires me
to drive a carr.

D. Some of these have been handed down to me, I.e.
the energy that is used to light/heat our house is from
non-renewable sources.
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E. Inthe long-term, all lifestyle activities are matters of
choice.
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Discovering a Sustainable Lifestyle

F. What this sustainable lifestyle looks like will be
different for every person, but it will have general
principles and values as guides. As best as possible

we are concerned with:
» acknowledging that we are all living contradictions
* leaving it as it was found
* using only what is needed
* making the most of what we have rather than wanting what we do not
* thinking about all of life as an opportunity for stewardship
* valuing quality over quantity
* looking for silence and solitude
» seeking to understand rather than be understood
* creating opportunities for others, etc.
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G. For me, at present, being a Christian and

encouraging a more sustainable lifestyle means:
» developing a conscience about matters of sustainable lifestyle
e eating less meat
* implementing ways to reduce carbon emissions
 reducing consumption
* making more thoughtful consumption choices
 precycling, reusing, and recycling
» making car trips only when necessary
* sharing rides
e using public transportation
* helping others gain a vision for a sustainable world
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Conclusion

The sole cause of man's unhappiness is that he does not know how
to stay quietly in his room.
— Blaise Pascal
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Conclusion

We need all along the line to recover the lost sense of quality and a
social order based on quality. Quality is the greatest enemy of
any kind of mass leveling. Socially it means the renunciation of
all place hunting, a break with the cult of the ‘star,' an open eye
both upwards and downwards, especially in the choice of one's
more intimate friends, and pleasure in private life as well as
courage to enter public life. Culturally it means a return from the
newspaper and the radio to the book, from feverish activity to
unhurried leisure, from dispersion to concentration, from
sensationalism to reflection, from virtuosity to art, from snobbery
to modesty, from extravagance to moderation. Quantities are
competitive, qualities are complementary.

— Dietrich Bonhoeffer
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Conclusion

Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace. O, Divine Master,
grant that | may not so much seek

Where there is hatred, let me sow love; to be consoled as to console;

where there is injury, pardon; to be understood as to understand,;

where there is doubt, faith; to be loved as to love;

where there is despair, hope; for it is in giving that we receive;

where there is darkness, light; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,;

and where there is sadness, joy. and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

— Saint Francis of Assisi



